April 10, 2008

hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2007-2008 basketball
season.
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HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Nick James Stamos of
Independence, Missouri. Nick is a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1138, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Nick has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Nick has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Nick James Stamos for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Lydie H.
Masse, recently awarded the 2008 Congres-
sional Volunteer Recognition Award by the
2nd Congressional District of Maryland’s Vet-
erans Advisory Council.

Lydie Masse works as a hospice night nurse
at the Baltimore VA Rehabilitation Extended
Care Center (BRECC). While many of the
night duty personnel leave once their shift is
over, Lydie always stays to escort patients to
breakfast, where she plays the piano as
breakfast is served and encourages singing
among the patients. Fellow workers and volun-
teers admire how her music enhances the
quality of life among the patients. Her gentle,
friendly manner endears her to the patients,
and whenever she plays music, encouraging
them to join in, a sense of good will pervades
the room and brightens the day of many of her
patients.

An injury caused Lydie to work with a brace
on her leg for several weeks, but despite her
long recovery she continued her work, never
hurried or impatient with the veterans and al-
ways in a positive mood. After her arduous
night duty is completed every morning, she
stays as long as she is needed to help the pa-
tients start with their day, tending to any need
her patients may have. She volunteers much
of her free time to the patients she works with
every night, doing her best to better their lives.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Lydie Masse. She is a remark-
able volunteer for Maryland’s veterans.
Through her ongoing efforts, she has bright-
ened the lives of the veterans she works with,
making their stay at the BRECC as pleasant
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as possible. Lydie has gone above and be-

yond the call of duty to aid those who have

sacrificed to serve our great Nation.
———
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Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Mr. Owen Hall, a leading citizen of
Mercer County, and to express my apprecia-
tion for his dedication and commitment to pub-
lic service. For 18 years, Mr. Hall has contrib-
uted his time and talents in leading the Mercer
County Republican Party, and for this, | offer
him my utmost congratulations and thanks.

However, Owen’s love of public service is
not confined to the political world. Owen is a
man committed to his community, serving on
many boards and commissions. He is the Past
President of the Ohio Association of Realtors,
Past President of the National Realtors Land
institute, member of the Ohio Auctioneers Hall
of Fame, Director of the Lake Development
Corporation, Past President of the Ohio
Churches of God Youth Advance, lifetime
member of the Church of God, and Past
President of the church council.

Owen’s record—as a committed community
man, a church leader, and as a good neighbor
helping those in need—will leave an enduring
legacy in Mercer County. His leadership will
be missed, but the footprint he has left will in-
spire many to emulate his good works.

Owen, | offer my congratulations and grati-
tude for your long and successful career in
public service. | wish you well in your future
retirement, and | hope you continue to achieve
happiness and success wherever your life
journey may lead you.

——————

COVENTRY LIONS CLUB 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to and congratulate the
Coventry Lions Club for its 50th anniversary
this year. The Coventry Lions Club held its
first meeting on April 15, 1958 and was char-
tered by the International Lions Club to serve
the area that is now known as the Owen J.
Roberts School District, which includes seven
townships in its community of service. Of the
charter members, only two are known by the
Club to still be living in the area—Dr. Robert
Barr and Mr. Stauffer Kutz—who have agreed
to be a part of the Club’s celebration.

Over the years, the Coventry Lions Club
has boasted a membership that includes busi-
ness and community leaders willing to work
under the International Lions slogan of “We
Serve.” That history has continued into the
present time with a membership that seeks to
serve the local community, as well as partici-
pate in international programs that serve the
less fortunate of the world. There are numer-
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ous examples of the great work they do in our
community and abroad, including: providing
eye examinations and glasses for children
whose families are unable to meet the nec-
essary financial requirements; delivering food
boxes to needy families at Thanksgiving,
Christmas and Easter; providing financial as-
sistance to families who have experienced
hardship due to injury and natural disasters;
cleaning up and maintaining stretches of local
roads; giving financial scholarships to deserv-
ing high school graduates; and participation in
many other projects within its Lions District,
the Delaware Valley and the Tri-State area.

One example of an international project the
Coventry Lions Club is working on is the Cam-
paign Sight First Il conducted by Lions Club
International Foundation. This project is hop-
ing to provide $200,000,000 to attack prevent-
able blindness throughout the world and con-
tribute toward other humanitarian causes. The
Coventry Lions Club has contributed financial
resources to numerous noteworthy projects
such as this over the years.

Madam Speaker, the Coventry Club has a
long and wonderful history of helping its com-
munity, and all those throughout the world
who may need help. | know my colleagues
join me as | congratulate its members for their
inspirational work and exceptional public serv-
ice.

HONORING DR. HWA-WEI LEE
HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the many contributions and achieve-
ments of Dr. Hwa-Wei Lee. After an esteemed
5 years as the chief of the Asian Division at
the Library of Congress—a bookend to his
dedicated 50 years in the library profession,
Dr. Lee is retiring.

Before joining the Library of Congress in
2003, Dr. Lee had already achieved a distin-
guished career in the pursuit and preservation
of knowledge. He first served at the Main Li-
brary of the University of Pittsburgh, where he
also completed two master's degrees and a
Ph.D. He then advanced his career working at
many other libraries, including Duquesne Uni-
versity, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania,
Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok,
Thailand, Colorado State University, and Ohio
University. Dr. Lee was Dean of Libraries at
Ohio University for 21 years. During that time,
he was able to transform a relatively unas-
suming university library into a prestigious
member of the Association of Research Librar-
ies, and ranked among the top 70 academic
research libraries in North America. Recog-
nizing Dr. Lee’s numerous and incredible ac-
complishments, Ohio University displayed its
enormous appreciation of Dr. Lee by not only
naming the first floor of its main library the
Hwa-Wei Lee Center for International Collec-
tions, but also dedicating a new library annex
after him.

During his short tenure at the Library of
Congress, Dr. Lee focused his energy on
completely rejuvenating and reorganizing the
Asian Division. He introduced innovative pro-
grams designed to improve and expand the di-
vision’s resources, collections, services, and
outreach.
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